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i ‘ HISTORICAL AND

CULTURAL RELATIONS
OF INDIA-CHINA

Dr. Suman

Introduction

In recent years, the ‘rise of China’ has
become a frequently evoked term of reference, as has the ‘rise of India’.
There may still be debate over exactly how far both have risen, and about
their precise Great Power status, but one can say that there is a significant
relationship and are significant powers as well. Both have widening
geopolitical horizons, yet as adjacent major states they both strive to stamp
their authority on the same region. Geopolitics starts off here in its straight
forward ‘classical’ sense, the way i which geography affects politics, or
rather international politics.

As states on the rise, China and India face each other in the intemational
system, spatially and power-wise. This paper makes an attempt to study
and to access the historical and cultural condition of China. Attitudes
of optimistic cooperative engagement and of pessimistic antagonistic
containment are discernible in both countries. Government rhetoric currently
stresses cooperative dynamics, yet we notice an image of competition and
rivalry. The areas like military-security, economics and diplomacy. 1t would
be pertinent to analyse whether globalisation has replaced regionalism and
where does geo-economics stand vis-a-vis geo-politics while dissecting the
issue at hand. The stakes are as high as both have similar need for securing
access to energy resources for their economics- led rise to Great Power
status along with *pursuit of primacy’ in geo-politics sense.

It would be worthwhile to analyse how far China has succeeded in
encircling India with its “String of Pearls” and how India has responded
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China’s Increasing Interest in
South Asia

Dr. Sonu Kushwaha, Dr. Suman

South Asia ranks third in importance after the Northeast and Southeast
Asian regions in China's Asia policy. China shares common borders with
four (Bhutan, India, Nepal and Pakistan) out of seven South Asian states
(the other three are Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives), making it
an integral part of South Asia. China’s military security concerns vis-a-vis
South Asia’s largest and most powerful state, India, coupled with territorial
disputes and the need to protect its ‘soft strategic underbelly’, 1.e. Tibet,
provide a key to understanding Beijing’s South Asia policy.'

A prominent feature of Beijing’s South Asia policy has been its
‘India-centric’ approach, which, in turn, has seen military links with
India’s neighbours dominating the policy agenda. The major objective
of China’s Asia policy has been to prevent the rise of a peer competitor,
a real Asian rival to challenge China’s status as the Asia—Pacific’s sole
‘Middle Kingdom’. Beijing has always known that India, if it ever gets
itseconomic and strategic acts together alone has the size, might, numbers
and, above all, the intention to match China. In the meantime, perceiving
India as weak, indecisive and on the verge of collapse, Beijing took the
view that all that was needed was to keep New Delhi under pressure by
arming its neighbours and supporting insurgency movements in India’s
minority regions.’

Broadly speaking, India’s relations with South Asian states have been
guided by two major concerns: (1) geostrategic concerns, that is, a desire



Sino-Indian Water Dispute: An
Analytical Study

Dr. Bina Rai

Water is the most important element for survival on earth. Although there
is enough water on this planet, the quantity of fresh water is finite and
reducing in terms of per capita availability.

With a diverse population that 1s three times the size of the United States,
but one-third its physical size, India has the second largest population in the
world.Rapid growth in India's urban areas has overextended government
purposes, which have been compromised by over-privatization. While
India’s coffers are experiencing depleting sources, this country whose
economy depends on agriculture needs more water to support the
community. Large agricultural output consumes excess water for food
pﬂ}dl.!l:tinn and in the bargain depletes the overall water table.Water
:::’c:;‘dh::iiﬂni;z:hz ;:Hf;tf:?d tmbwursen as the overall population
believed, global water scarr:.i.ty i; ;:n f c:h el t'hat il
national political conflict in th L a‘ =ing Shs of

¢ future, and the scenario for India is no

different. However, it would be int ing -
I O £resting to examine the role of water i
the initiation of a conflict. s

All ancient civilizations of the world like
River valley, Indus and Tigris-Euphrates evo
today are alive and thriving in the form of E
Bangladesh, Turkey, Iraq and Syria.!

the Nile civilization, Yellow
lved around these rivers and
gypt, China, India, Pakistan,
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Role of NGOs in Indian Political System
Dr. Bina Rai

In a democratic society, it is the state that has the
ultimate responsibility for ushering development to its
citizens. In India, through the progressive interpretation
of the Constitution and its laws and policies, the scope of
development has been significantly broadened to include
not just economic progress for citizens, but also promotion
of social justice, gender equity, inclusion, citizen’s
awareness, empowerment and improved quality of life.
To achieve this holistic vision of development, the state
requires the constructive and collaborative engagement
of the civil society in its various developmental activities

and programs.
Non-governmental organizations

(NGOs) as the operational arm of the civil society
therefore have an important role in the development
processes.

As development actors, NGOs have become the main
service providers in countries where the government 15
unable to fulfill its traditional role.
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CHAPTER

O U3 DB S
Security Challenges in the Indian Ocegy,
TP T .

IR W

Dr. Bina Rai & Palak Dharna

Introduction

The present paper would seek to focus attention towards the security
challenges in the Indian Ocean and its possible implication to India. The
Indian Ocean region has been rightly described as a ‘sea of troubles’
for more than one reason. Security of this Ocean can be threatened by
various ways such as terrorist threats, nation/state threats, transnational
criminal and piracy threats, pilferage, ete. It was saddled with the risk
of inter-state conflict. There are other recognized threats and risks in
the maritime domain, which are either not being dealt with, or could
be better managed to ensure good order at sea; morc prominently,
non-traditional maritime security challenges such as: piracy and sea
robbery; maritime terrorism; trafficking and smuggling of arms, people
and drugs; and natural disasters. Energy security, food security, and the

spread of infectious disease are al| major issues with si gnificant maritime
dimensions.

The Indian Ocean security has over the last few decades become
multifaceted and dynamic. Concern over Sea Lane and choke point

security is one that any maritime nation cannot ignore in the present day
scenario. Inter-dependence between nations for the smooth movement of

global maritime trade cannot be denied, disruption of which will affect all
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